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blances between The Monk and The Castle of Otranto. With
that fore-knowledge, however, some similarities, here and
there, become visible. One is first struck by the repetition
of names: Matilda, Theodore, and Father Jerome seem to
have lingered in the memory of Lewis. The prophecy which
was a central part of Walpole's novel is also used in a minor
incident in The Monk. A gipsy forecasts Antonia's doom in
mysterious phraseology, and the oracle is fulfilled.1 A more
important resemblance is noticeable in the final scenes of
The Castle of Otranto, and the vision of Lorenzo in the
church of the Capuchins. In Walpole we read of "a clap of
thunder," the shaking of the castle to its foundations, and of
"the form of Alfonso, dilated to an immense magnitude."
The passage further runs: "Behold in Theodore the true heir
of Alfonso! said the vision: And having pronounced those
words, accompanied by a clap of thunder, it ascended
solemnly towards heaven, where the clouds parting asunder,
the form of St. Nicholas was seen, and receiving Alfonso's
shade, they were soon wrapt from mortal eyes in a blaze of
flory."2 With the necessary alterations, this seems to have
een the nucleus of a scene in The Monk. "His form was
gigantic, his complexion was swarthy, his eyes fierce and
terrible; . . . Antonia shrieked . , . Lorenzo flew to her
succour; but ere he had time to reach her a loud burst of
thunder was heard. Instantly the cathedral seemed crumb-
ling into pieces; . , . Animated by super-natural powers she
disengaged herself from his embraces; but her white robe
was left in his possession. Instantly a wing of brilliant
splendour spread itself from either of Antonia's arms. She
darted upwards, and, while ascending, cried to Lorenzo:
4Friendl we shall meet above!' "3 How the gigantic size of
the apparition in Walpole had impressed itself on Lewis's
mind is apparent also in another incident. Jacintha Zuniga,
the "prosing old woman," tells Ambrosio of the ghost she
has seen and describes him as "a great tall figure . * . whose
head touched the ceiling I"4 And if one may add another
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